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A. Accounts & Audit 
 

NCCD was registered under Societies Registration Act 1860 on 27-1-2011 and is modelled to 

operate in Public-Private-Partnership (PPP) mode with stakeholders as members of the 

society. After approval by Cabinet on 09-2-2012, DAC&FW provided a one-time grant of Rs. 

25 crore for establishing a Corpus of same amount, so that interest income accruing 

therefrom, and other income generated by NCCD from fees and charges for services rendered 

will be used to meet its administrative, personnel and other costs, as decided by its Governing 

Council. NCCD is structured such that it is distanced from direct government involvement on 

a day to day basis, and there is no further cost on account of its operation and maintenance on 

Government. 

Accounts of NCCD for 2019-20 were audited by chartered accountants empanelled with the 

office of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India, M/s APN & Associates. 

 

Summary of Income and Expenditure account for F.Y.2019-20 is as follows: 

 

Item Rs in lakh 
Income from interest and others 239.42 

Less: Administrative expenses 98.04 

Excess of income over expenditure 141.38 

15% of gross income exempt u/s 11 35.91 

Balance set apart for ‘General Public Utility’ purposes over next 

5 years  
105.47 

Total 141.38 

 

NCCD was registered u/s 12AA of Income Tax Act in July 2015 as a ‘General Public Utility’ 

which entitles it to exemption from income tax for 15% of its gross income each year. Of 

remaining 85% of gross income, the unspent amount is liable to tax unless such amount is set 

apart for future expenses within 5 years u/s 11(2) of the Act. There is no income tax liability 

for F.Y.2019-20 as of now. NCCD is also exempted from GST (erstwhile service tax) on 

services provided by way of cold chain knowledge dissemination, w.e.f. 1-4-2016.  

 

A summary of year-wise Income and Expenditure account of NCCD from F.Y. 2011-12 to 

2019-20 and Annual Accounts & Audit Report for F.Y.2019-20 are at Annexure-K.  
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B. NCCD - Aims & Objective 
 

NCCD is registered as a society, to function in an autonomous manner as a think-tank on 

cold-chain and to operate under public-private-partnership mode at no cost to the 

government. The initial capital was provided by the government and the objectives of NCCD 

are to recommend, suggest, assess, undertake & coordinate, facilitate and foster as below: 
 

o To recommend standards and protocols for cold-chain infrastructure/building including 

post-harvest management so as to harmonize with international standards and best 

practices and suggest mechanism for benchmarking and certification of infrastructure 

/building, process and services provided by cold-chain industry. 

o To suggest indicative guidelines for preparation of project reports for potential 

investors/entrepreneurs. 

o To assess and develop appropriate IT-based management information system for cold-

chain infrastructure. 

o To undertake and coordinate Research and Development (R&D) work required for 

development of cold-chain industry in consultation with stakeholders. 

o To undertake and coordinate the task of Human Resource Development (HRD) and 

capacity building. It may also conduct in-house training, short-term/long courses 

relevant for cold-chain development. 

o To launch publicity campaign to educate the stakeholders including awareness building 

about the benefits of integrated cold-chain. 

o To recommend appropriate policy framework relating to development of cold-chain. 

o To facilitate and foster the development of multi- modal transportation facilities for 

perishable agricultural, horticultural and allied commodities and establishment of a 

National Green Grid for Perishable Commodities. 

 

 

C. Establishment - HR status 

 

Shri P.K.Swain, JS(Marketing) was holding additional charge of Director, NCCD from 

19.04.2018 to 16.10.2019. Shri Rajbir Singh, JS(MIDH) took additional charge of Director, 

NCCD w.e.f 17.10.2019. Shri Pawanexh Kohli, an expert from cold-chain industry, served as 

CEO-NCCD and Chief Advisor from1.2.2014 to 31.1.2020. Shri BNS Murthy, Horticulture 

Commissioner has taken additional charge of CEO-NCCD w.e.f. 28.02.2020. 

 

Executive Committee of NCCD approved initial staff strength of 13 persons, against which 5 

persons were in position as on 31-3-2020. Executive Committee of NCCD consists of 13 

members under chairmanship of Secretary(AC&FW). The Governing Council consists of 16 

members under Secretary(AC&FW) as President. List of EC and GC members is attached. 
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D. Society Membership Status 
 

As of March 2020, NCCD has 24 lifetime members. Category-wise List of Members: 

 

Category- Fees (Rs) Annual Lifetime Total 
Company- C 

(50,000 / 4,00,000) 
- 5 5 

Associate- A 

(10,000) 
- - - 

Educational Institute- R 

(Nil) 
- 16 16 

Patron- P 

(20,00,000) 
- 1 1 

Grower- G 

(Turnover <5 lakh- Nil;  

Others- 10,000) 

- - - 

Industry Body- I  

(75,000 / 5,00,000) 
- 2 2 

 - 24 24 

 

Members of the society join in activities of NCCD as stakeholder participants and may 

undertake knowledge dissemination activities as representative of NCCD. Enrolment of 

participating members is normally open ended and applications are evaluated by a Selection 

Committee. In addition, Nodal Officers for Cold-chain Development are nominated in States 

by MIDH who are expected to liaise and coordinate state level activities. However, it is 

observed that frequent reassignments and changes happen at state level. 

 

 
 
E. Technical and other Initiatives 

Project TRANSSITION  

Sheffield University is undertaking research on Transforming Cold Food Chains in India 

through Space Sciences and Technologies (TRANSSITION) – a multidisciplinary project 

from Aug-2019 to Sept-2021, selected by the Global Challenges Research Fund. The project 

aims to establish demonstration (incubation/demo hubs) for Sustainable Cold-Chain 

Development at sites in India. It will explore use of space thermal engineering, cryogenics, 

infrared thermography, data science capabilities, etc. across fresh-food supply chains from 

farm-to-fork. Project leads visited India in 2018and held interactions with NCCD and NCCD 

is advising on the project. 
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IICTF, Agro-processing Ecosystems through Cooperatives 

On 12th October 2019, NCCD participated as a knowledge partner in NCDC’s - IICTF, Agro-

processing Ecosystems through Cooperatives at Pragati Maidan. The Trade Fair was aimed at 

promoting cooperative to cooperative trade within India and abroad leading to enhanced rural 

and farm prosperity. NCCD has continued interactions with NCDC which has set up a cold-

chain division. NCCD has also undertaken capacity building of officers of NCDC in cold-

chain at Laxmanrao Inamdar National Academy for Cooperative Research and Development 

(LINAC) in May 2019.  

 

 

 

India National Cooling Action Plan- Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change 

NCCD was nominated one of industry representatives in MoEF&CC- Empowered Steering 

Committee for implementation of Montreal Protocol on 28th September 2017 and continued 

to participate in their meetings in 2019. MoEF&CC has released the India National Cooling 

Action Plan (NCAP) in March 2019 in line with the amendments to the Montreal Protocol in 

Kigali. NCCD was the key expert resource and authored the cold-chain components which 

were fully adopted. NCCD maintained the positive impact of cold-chain in mitigating 

greenhouse gas emissions rather than it being perceived as a contributor to GHG.  

 

Solar Cooling Initiative - International Solar Alliance (ISA) 

ISA launched a solar cooling initiative on 5-Aug-2019 to address cold-chain agricultural 

needs across its member nations, with NCCD as the sole knowledge partner. The initiative 

includes the concept of community cooling hubs propagated by NCCD. NCCD also 

developed the next steps and targets for an international working group & continues 

interactions with ISA. 

 

Amity University-3rd Symposium on Sustainable technologies for food processing 

NCCD participated and delivered keynote address in the 3rd Symposium on Sustainable 

technologies for food processing & preservation, Bio-economy and Fisheries organized by 

Amity University, which was held on 5th – 6th December, 2019 in Kolkata. 
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F. Applied Research and Studies 
Doubling Farmer’s Income Committee  

 

NCCD was knowledge partner to DFI Committee. NCCD remained closely involved in 

formulation and release of the DFI Report in 

September 2018. In Jan-2019 an Empowered Body 

on DFI was formed of which CEO-NCCD is an 

active member. 

 

BEE study on Pack-houses 

The World Bank is providing TA to BEE to 

undertake a comprehensive study on energy 

requirements and efficiency in cold-chain pack-

houses. WB requested that this study have support 

of NCCD. The field work was completed in 2018 

and NCCD was requested to support the BEE study 

on energy efficiency in horticulture pack-houses. 

Commencing May-2019, the study is partnered with 

World Bank, who informed that NCCD participation 

was key to their decision to provide assistance. It 

will give BEE relevant information to enable policy level support to provide pack-houses the 

enabling tools to be more energy efficient. 

 

 

NDDB study 

 

In Jan-2019, NDDB wrote communicating its desire to nominate NCCD to undertake a study 

on “Assessing the requirements of procurement, processing and cold chain infrastructure 

across the value chain along with gaps in the dairy sector" under NDP-I. Multiple interactions 

and meetings held and proposal developed with CII-FACE as member of NCCD. However, 

NCCD also highlighted necessary changes to concept & methodology and revisions in 

timelines. 

 

 
G. Awareness Building, Workshops & Seminars 

Excellence Awards in Cold-chain 

NCCD chairs the Jury for the CII-NCCD Awards for 

Excellence in Cold-chain. The 4th edition of CII-NCCD 

Awards was held on 20-Nov-2019 to recognize 

individual/organizations for pre-eminence and outstanding 

contributions to the field of cold chain management and to 

raise awareness about sustainable success and 

competitiveness through best practices. NCCD has 

continued to support the most lauded excellence awards in  

cold-chain in the country. 
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Other programs and interactions 

 

The domain inputs sought by NHB are provided by NCCD; Regular inputs on Parliament 

questions; supporting IC interactions. NCCD is on Project Appraisal Committee of MIDH 

and technical committees of APEDA. NCCD provided guidance to Department of Consumer 

Affairs on onion evacuation and storage options including action to mitigate price rise; 

Interactions on National Logistics Policy during roundtables with MoCI in 2019; inputs to 

DAC&FW in identifying national infrastructure pipeline; inputs to MoFPI on cold-chain, 

inputs provided to APEDA-MoCI on facilitating agricultural exports from Varanasi in June 

2019; inputs to MoRTH on reefer trucks, etc. 

 

NCCD is a member of Governing Council of Logistics Sector Skill Council (LSC) which has 

initiated various programs to develop skilled human resources in logistics sector. NCCD has 

provided strategic inputs on developing training modules in cold-chain logistics including 

refrigerated truck operators.  

 

 

 
H. Capacity Building & Knowledge Dissemination 
 

NCCD has given three lectures to trainees at Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of 

Administration(LBSNAA) in 2019-20on Cold-chain Logistics and in National Defence 

College (NDC) on Global Resource Crisis, lecture to International Cooling Congress at 

UNEP Innovation Summit, lecture in Laxmanrao Inamdar National Academy for Cooperative 

Research and Development (LINAC) - training session on DFI and cold-chain. Addressed 

students and faculty of SBS, Sharda University on enhancing farmer’s income; lecture on 

Cold-chain potential in India: Prospects and Concerns in Amity University; Speaker at Japan 

Invest (ASSOCHAM) on Cold Chain Opportunities in North East States. NCCD is 

extensively engaged in capacity building and knowledge dissemination at various levels.  
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I. Executive Committee of NCCD 

March, 2020 
 

SN Name and Address Designation 
1 Secretary 

Deptt. of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare 

Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,  

Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 

Chairman 

2 Additional Secretary (I/c Horticulture)  

Deptt. of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare 

Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 

Committee Member 

(approved by GC on 7.1.2013) 

3 Joint Secretary(MIDH)  

Deptt. of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare 

Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 

Committee Member 

(approved by GC on 7.1.2013) 

4 Agricultural marketing Adviser & Joint Secretary 

(Marketing),  

Deptt. of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare 

Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 

Committee Member 

 

5 Managing Director, 

National Horticulture Board, 85, Institutional Area, Sector 

18, Gurgaon, Haryana 

Committee Member 

6 Representative of Railway Board 

(Not below the equivalent rank of Joint Secretary 

to Government of India) 

Rail Bhawan, New Delhi 

Committee Member 

7 Managing Director 

Central Warehousing Corporation 

4/1, Siri Fort Institutional Area, Hauz Khas, New Delhi 

Committee Member 

8 Representative of Secretary, Ministry of Food Processing 

Industries, New Delhi 

Special Invitee (approved by 

Secy- AC&FW on 25.7.14) 

9 Representative of Secretary, Deptt of Animal Husbandry, 

Dairying &Fisheries(DAHDF), Ministry of Agriculture & 

Farmers Welfare, New Delhi 

Special Invitee (approved by 

Secy- AC&FW on 25.7.14) 

10 Representative of Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) Committee Member 

11 Elected Member from Cold Storage Service Provider Committee Member 

12 Chief Executive Officer, NCCD  

(Industry Expert in GC) 

Committee Member 

(approved by 3rd GC on 

21.12.2018 

 

13 Director, NCCD Member Secretary 

 

(as per by-laws of NCCD unless stated otherwise in bracket) 
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J. Governing Council of NCCD 
 

SN Name Designation  in the Society 

1 Secretary 

Deptt. of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare 

Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,  

Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 

Ex-Officio President 

2 Additional Secretary (I/c Horticulture) 

Deptt. of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare 

Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 

Special Invitee 

3 Financial Adviser 

Deptt. of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare 

Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,  

Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 

Ex-Officio Member 

(approved by Secy- AC&FW 

on 2.3.15)  

4 Director General,  

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) 

Manak Bhawan, 9, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg 

New Delhi-110002 

Ex-Officio Member 

5 Agricultural Marketing Adviser & Joint Secretary 

(Marketing), Deptt. of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers 

Welfare, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 

Ex-Officio Member 

6 Joint Secretary(MIDH)  

Deptt. of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare 

Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 

Ex-Officio Member 

7 Representative of Secretary, Ministry of Food Processing 

Industries, not below the rank of Joint Secretary to Govt. of 

India, Panchsheel Bhawan,  

August Kranti Marg, New Delhi 

Ex-Officio Member 

8 Managing Director, 

National Horticulture Board, 85, Sector 18,  

Gurgaon, Haryana 

Ex-Officio Member 

9 Representative of Railway Board 

(Not below the equivalent rank of Joint Secretary 

to Government of India), Rail Bhawan, New Delhi 

Ex-Officio Member 

10 Chairman - APEDA 

NCUI Building, 3 Institutional Area, New Delhi 

Ex-Officio Member 

11 Managing Director 

Central Warehousing Corporation 

4/1, Siri Fort Inst Area Hauz Khas, New Delhi-110016 

Ex-Officio Member 

12 APC/Pr Secy/Secretary(Agriculture/Horticulture/ Marketing) 

of two different States to be nominated by DAC 

Nominated 

by Govt. of India 

13 APC/Pr Secy/Secretary(Agriculture/Horticulture/ Marketing) 

of two different States to be nominated by DAC 

Nominated 

by Govt. of India 

14 Representative of Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) - 23, 

Institutional Area, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003 

Ex-officio Member 

15 Chief Executive Officer, NCCD 

(Industry Expert in GC) 

Ex-Officio Member 

(approved by 3rd GC on 

21.12.2018) 

 

16 Director NCCD  Member Secretary 

(as per by-laws of NCCD unless stated otherwise in bracket) 
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